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From the Pastor

| want to return to the Lord’s Prayer for this article. Two
months ago, we looked at “Forgive us our debts” or as
some might say “Forgive us our trespasses.” This article,
| want to focus on “as we forgive our debtors” or as some
say, “as we forgive those who trespass against us”
(Matthew 6:12).

We do not need to overlook the word “as,” because that
links our prayer of forgiving others to what we have been
forgiven. This is extremely important because it shows us
the basis by which we forgive others, which can be very
difficult, but the more that | think about how God has
forgiven me, the more | strive to forgive the people that
have hurt me.

| have always loved the parable of the unmerciful servant
to illustrate this from Matthew 18:21-35. This passage
starts off with Peter asking how many times he should
forgive someone. Jesus answered, “l do not say to you
seven times, but seventy-seven times.” He then
proceeds to tell the parable about a servant who owed
the king ten thousand talents. The king forgives the debt,
but then the servant started choking someone who owed
him a hundred denarii and throws that guy into prison.
The other servants find out and go tell the king. The king
(called the master in the parable) responds by telling the
servant, ““You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. And should not you have
had mercy on your fellow servant, as | had mercy on
you?’” (6:32b-33). He then threw him into prison until he
could pay the debt.

Now here is why | love the parable so much. When one
looks at 100 denarii, it would amount to about $10,000
or about 4 month’s salary. This was a significant debt, but
nothing compared to 10,000 talents. In today’s money,
10,000 talents would equal 7.04 billion dollars. It would
have taken someone twenty years to earn one talent. It
would have taken the unmerciful servant 9,999 more
years to earn the rest of the talents.

And yet, the guy in the story thinks he can pay it back. He
is completely delusional. He doesn’t have a clue how
much he really owes.

| heard a sermon based on this text when | was in high
school, and it has always stuck with me. | was already a
Christian, but after hearing this sermon, | realized the
depths of my sin. There is always a tendency in all of us
to think that somehow, we are not really that bad and
somehow, we can make up for our debt of sin, but we fail
to understand how awful we really are, especially in
comparison to a holy and righteous God.

However, God didn’t leave me there. Through that
parable, God showed me how much | needed to forgive
other people, which was not easy for me to do. You see,
| was bullied in high school and | was deeply hurt because
of that, but when | realized the depths of my own sin, |
began to realize the hurt others caused me, while very
deep, was not really that much compared to the hurt that
| caused God (who is all holy and righteous), and yet, He
forgave me, so how could | not forgive those who hurt
me?

Maybe you are carrying around immense hurt in your
life that others have done to you. In no way do | want to
belittle that hurt, but | also want to acknowledge the
truth of this parable, that as God’s children, there is no
amount of hurt that people can do to us that is in
comparison to how much we have hurt God and been
forgiven by Him.

Once you and | understand this, forgiveness is a much
easier thing to accomplish in life, and like everything that
is in the Christian life, this brings us much freedom and
joy in our walk with Christ as we are no longer holding
onto grudges and living our lives to God’s glory.

Pastor Brandt

Phone: (585) 494-1251
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Office Hours:
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Church Leadership News

What is the Session?

The Session is the governing body of our church. It
consists of Pastor Brandt (as teaching elder) and ruling
elders elected by the congregation. The Session is
responsible for the spiritual oversight, governance, and
discipline of the church. All of the committees and
personnel in the church report to the Session.

Who is on the Session?
Currently our Session has five members:

e Pastor Brandt (pastor@epcbergen.org): As the
teaching elder of the church, Pastor Brandt is the
moderator of the Session. He works with the Clerk of
the Session to create the docket for each meeting.

e Sandy Partridge: Sandy is the chair of the
Nominating Committee, leads the Fellowship
Committee, and is the Session representative on the
Deacons.

e Alden Snell: Alden is the Session representative on
the Evangelism and Missions Committee and the
Christian Education Committee.

o Chris Wright: Chris is the Session representative to
the Personnel Committee and the Property
Committee. Although not actually serving on these
committees, she is a liaison between them and the
Session.

® Rob Willhoft (epcbergen.clerk@gmail.com): Rob is
the clerk of the Session. He is responsible for taking
the minutes at each meeting and for any official
duties required by the EPC. Rob is also the Session
representative on the Worship Committee and the
Finance Committee.

Who are the Deacons?

Deacons are officers of the church who serve by
ministering to the physical and practical needs of the
congregation and the community. Currently the
following people are serving as Deacons:

e Ruth Morse (sportfanruth@hotmail.com) - Moderator
e Chad Caccamise
o Wendy Caccamise

e Bruce Partridge

Pam Patmore
Faith Willhoft

Sandy Partridge - Session Representative
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The Caring List

On Saturday, March 8, the Elders and Deacons met
together to discuss the Caring List of the Church. We
discussed the purpose of the caring ministry and some of
the problems with its current implementation. It was
decided that we would shift from assigning each person
in the church to a specific Elder and Deacon and
reorganize the “caring list” into four separate activities:

e The Deacons talk each month about shut-ins and
others with specific needs. They will continue to
assign Deacons to help meet those needs.

e The Deacons will review the list of people who
regularly attend to be sure that each person is
connected into a group, activity, or friends within
the church. They will work on developing new
connections as possible.

e The Elders will work to include family members
and others who currently attend other churches,
especially through establishing new methods to
handle the Prayer List and sharing other
communications with the church.

e The greeters (and Eleanor Bater) will continue to
inform Pastor, Elders, and Deacons about new
people. The Elders will work on a more systematic
way to encourage new people to be more involved
in the church and to consider membership.

Session Report - March

Session meets on the 2" Wednesday each month.

e As we do every month, we discussed visits and
calls that Brandt and others have made, noting
specific concerns.

e Brian Foeller discussed the current finances of the
church (this is planned as a monthly activity)

e We established a search committee for a new
Children/Youth Minister.

e Kids Quest will meet on the 2" and 4" Sundays
using The Big Story curriculum with a rotation of
teachers and helpers.

e We discussed the display of the American flag in
the sanctuary.

e Rob was elected as the delegate to General
Assembly, June 17-19.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free
to talk to any Elder.
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Spring Concert Series

Following our successful organ rededication concert
series last year, the E&M committee is pleased to
present a new concert series in 2025. We are once again
offering five FREE concerts, featuring a variety of
talented musicians from our area. A freewill offering will
be collected to support music outreach at the church,
and there will be a reception following each
performance. All are welcome—please invite a friend!

Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
38 S. Lake Avenue, Bergen, NY

Invites you to join us for our
2025 Concert Series

All concerts are FREE with a reception
following

More information at
epchergen.org/concerts

Sunday, February 2, 2025, 6pm:
Roberts Wesleyan University Chorale

Sunday, March 16, 2025, 6pm:
Zuriel Patterson, harp

Sunday, April 6,
2025, 6pm:
George Collichio, guitar

Sunday, May 4, 2025, 6pm:
Organ recital featuring students
from the
Eastman School of Music

6pm:
Small Ensembles from the
Genesee Valley Wind
Ensemble

This project is made possible with funds from the
Statewide Community Regrant Program, a regrant
program of the New York State Council on the arts with
Genessecreans rogonai s o LNE SUPPOT' Of the office of the Governor and the New York
State Legislature and administered by GO ART
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Holy Week & Easter Schedule
e Maundy Thursday Service @ 6:30 pm @ Bergen
United Methodist church

e Good Friday - Prayer Vigil @ Bergen United
Methodist Church from 12 - 6 pm

e Good Friday Service at Bergen Evangelical
Presbyterian Church at 7 pm

e Easter Sunrise Service on the Hill @ 6:30 am
(email pastor@epcbergen.orq for directions)

e Easter Fellowship Breakfast @ 7 am @ Bergen
Evangelical Presbyterian Church

e Easter Celebration Worship Service @ 10:30 am
@ Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Special Lenten Offering

Our church family traditionally collects a special offering
during Lent. This year, the E & M Committee
recommends splitting the offering between a local
organization and a mission in Africa.

Locally, money would go to the Byron-Bergen
Backpack program. This community effort helps needy
children in the B-B school system who often don’t have
food in their homes over the weekend. The kids,
identified by school staff, receive a backpack of food that
they can consume over the weekend. The number of
children identified as needing this support has increased
over the last couple of years. Food costs have also
increased, putting an additional strain on the program
that is administered by the Byron Presbyterian Church.
Donations are the only support this program receives.

For the international mission, E&M suggests that
half the funds go to the Kimia Leprosy Center in Congo,
where Sarah Speer is based. An increased number of
patients, without increased financial support, has put a
severe strain on its operations. The budget has been
frozen with a $7,000 deficit. Sarah has not asked us for
money, but has made us aware of the situation. She has
asked that we pray about this.

You can contribute to the offering now through
Easter. Please mark your contribution as Lenten

Offering.
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April 2025

Bergen EPC Vision Newsletter

Page 4 of 10

Spring is Here!!

Thank you again to all that helped with cookies for the
March 16%™ concert reception.

We have the following activities planned for this spring
and beyond:

Reception, following the concert, on Sunday, April 6.
There will be cookies and drinks served in the fellowship
hall after the concert. If you are willing to donate cookies,
please contact Sandy Partridge.

Foodlink on Thursday, April 17th. We will be cooking and
serving hot dogs to those that are receiving the food. If
you are interested in helping with Foodlink in any way
(there are lots of things to help with), please let Gregg
McAllister know.

Easter breakfast on Sunday, April 20™" following the
Sunrise service. Breakfast will be served about 7am. You
are welcome even if you are unable to attend the sunrise
service. We are asking for donations of baked goods
for the breakfast. Please contact the church office or
Sandy Partridge, if you are able to supply baked goods.

Ladies Tea on Saturday, April 26" at 11:30am. Please
join us and invite a friend(s) for a meal of quiche, fruit,
dessert, and of course tea. There will be a program also.

Church picnic on Sunday, June 8t at the Seward barn.
This is an early notice, but we know how the summer
calendar fills up. More details to follow.

Enjoy the warmer weather, the budding flowers, and
please join us for the above events.

Thank you,

The Fellowship Team

Young Life Basket Auction

The 2025 Young Life benefit basket and baked goods
auction is returning to Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, May 3, 2025. This annual event is a
fundraiser for the various activities of Young Life in the
Genesee County area (summer camps, monthly
meetings, and other special events throughout the
school year. Young Life is a non-profit Christian outreach
program that spans the whole world. They go where kids
are and build relationships: providing fun, adventurous,
life-changing experiences. They work in communities,
alongside like-minded adults (volunteer leaders,
committee members, donors, and staff) Genesee County
Young Life currently has a high school program with
Rochester West Young Life, Wyldlife (middle school
ages), and Young Lives (a teen mom group). Young Life is
one of the missions that BEPC supports.

We are looking for donations of gift baskets, new items
(that we can use in gift baskets), homemade crafts,
baked goods, and/or services. Please contact Gregg
McAllister or Sandy Partridge if you are interested in
donating toward the auction.

We hope to see you there!

1L younglife

Genesee County

AUCTION

SATURDAY, MAY 3RD

Preview 4:30-5:30pm (snacks served)
Auction 5:30-7:00PM

Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Fellowship Hall
38 South Lake Avue, Bergen NY

AUCTIONEERS: CRAIG AND BRETT WILCOX
FREE ADMISSION!

PROCEEDS BENEFIT
YOUNG LIFE GENESEE COUNTY
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Sewing With a Purpose
Field Trip All Welcome

Field Trip to St. Paul’s Lutheran School
31 Washington St, Batavia

When: Tuesday, April 15 from 9 - 11AM

Why: To fellowship with other quilters and help knot
quilts. All are welcome! Contact the church office if
interested to learn more (585.494.1251)

If you are driving yourself, plan to arrive at St. Paul’s at
8:50AM so you can have time to sign in at their office.

If you need a ride, plan to be at the Bergen church
parking lot at 8:20AM

Car Pool Drivers Needed - If you can transport people
from the church to Batavia, please call/text Debbie M or
contact the church office.

Need a ride to St. Paul’'s from the Bergen church? -
Call/text Debbie M

Prayer Requests from Our Missionaries
Berti and Adelina Berhami

The Berhamifamily is serving with CRU (formerly Campus
Crusade) in Albania. Our church has been supporting
them for more than 30 years. They were the mission of
the month in March. When we spoke with them via
Zoom during a worship service in March, they mentioned
several prayer requests:

e The transition of leadership for CRU in Albania
has Berti moving from being the director of CRU
in Albania and Eastern Europe. Prayers for the
new leadership and for Berti as he assumes
different roles as God directs.

e For Adelina’s women’s ministry

e For their son, 11 years old, to establish
friendships in their church plant congregation

e For God’s leadership for their two adult
daughters, who are also involved in the ministry.
One is completing her master’s degree and
seeking direction for next steps in life.

Please remember the Berhamis in your prayers and these
specific requests.

Soggy Foodlink Distribution

Rain during portions of the March Foodlink distribution
reduced attendance, but our faithful volunteers still
provided assistance to our neighbors in need on March
20. Thank you to all who helped.

Our next distribution will be on April 17. Volunteers are
needed beginning at 2:45 pm to unload the truck starting
at 3 pm. Food distribution begins at 4 pm.




April 2025

Bergen EPC Vision Newsletter

Page 6 of 10

Uli in Mexico

Uli, his wife, Dina, and children have been supported by
our congregation from the time he was a student at Elim
Bible College many years ago. In a recent newsletter,
they asked for prayers for the following:

- The Lord’s provision and guidance for our college
outreach

- For the church’s outreaches to continue to have a great
impact in our community

- God'’s grace with local authorities

They are our Missionaries of the Month for April and will
speak with us via Zoom during the worship service on
April 13.

They keep coming to our house every Saturday, they all
got to know Jesus thru us, they were unchurched and
unreached, but not anymore!

TAG ~Teens After God
Who is your Paul?

We had a packed youth group on March 9%, with almost
30 teens present!

During our bible study/learning/reflection time, |
challenged the teens using Paul’s letters to Timothy. |
told them that, as Christians, we have received the Truth
so that we can impart the Truth. We first discussed that
the “Truth” means our belief in God, Jesus, the Holy
Spirit, the bible, God’s principles, etc.

| asked the kids to share who they had received the Truth
from in their life, and to whom they were imparting the
Truth. This question led to a deep and powerful
conversation about discipleship, leadership, and sharing
our faith. 1 am so blessed to work with such an open and
honest group of young Christians trying to live out their
faith in the real world.

Our TAG youth group will be meeting on the following
Sundays from 6:00-8:00PM: April 13" and April 27%.
Please keep all the teens of our group, and in Bergen, in
your prayers. Continue to pray for God’s protection and
guidance in their lives!
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Calendar oniine calendar: tinyurl.com/29zhbnbr

RECURRING WEEKLY/MONTHLY
e Sundays, 10:30-11:45 am — Morning Worship

e First Sunday of the month -- Communion
e First Sunday of the month — Salvation Army

Food Collection

e Sundays, 9:15-10:15 - Sunday School
e Thursdays, 6:00-7:00 am — Son Risers

o 25™ of each month - Newsletter deadline

OTHER EVENTS IN APRIL

Mission of the Month - Uli in Mexico

April 1 @ 2 pm - Ladies Bible Study
April 6 @ 12:15 pm - Fellowship Committee

April 6 @ 6 pm - Concert by George Collicho on
guitar w/reception to follow

April 6 @ 6 pm - TAG

April 9 @ 7 pm - Session

April 13 - PALM SUNDAY

April 13 @ 6 pm - Lenten Study continues
April 13 @ 6 pm - TAG

April 15 @ 8:15 am - Fieldtrip to St. Paul’s
April 15 @ 2 pm - Ladies Bible Study

April 17 @ 4 pm - Foodlink Event

April 17 @ 6:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Service at
the Methodist Church

April 18 from 12 pm - 6 pm a Good Friday Prayer
Vigil at the Methodist Church

April 18 @ 7 pm - Good Friday Service @ the
Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church

April 20 - EASTER SUNDAY!

o Easter Sunrise Service @ 6:30 am on the
Hill

o Easter Fellowship Breakfast @ 7:00 am
at the Evangelical Presbyterian Church

o Easter Fellowship Breakfast @ 8:30 am
at the Methodist Church

o Easter Worship Service @ 10:30 am at
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church

April 21 - No Office Hours

e April 22 @ 6:30 pm - Deacons

e April 23 from 8:30-11:30 am - Library Pre-K

Program

o April 25 from 7 to 9 pm - Young Life

e April 26 from 9 to 1 pm - Ladies Fellowship Tea

o April27 @ 6 pm - TAG
e April 29 @ 2 pm - Ladies Bible Study

Anniversaries & Birthdays

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

April 12 - June Hahn

April 14 - Mason Buckland

April 14 - David Snell

April 15 - Jebidiah Buckland -Seward
April 18 - Alden Snell

April 22 - Sean McNear

April 23 - Julie Foeller

April 28 - Bev Rogers

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

April 4 - Harvey and Ruth Morse (55 years)

April 12 - Garry and Wendy Hutchurson (56 years)
April 16 - Dale and Diane White (37 years)

April 23 - Bob and Kathy Cosgrove (59 years)

MAY BIRTHDAYS

May 13 - Marva Lee McCracken
May 13 - Susan Miller
May 13 - Justin Newmark
May 21 - Barb Fasoldt
May 23 - Ann Johnson
May 24 - Helen Hill

May 25 - Ward Bailey
May 30 - Joyce Coxeter
May 30 - Charles McAdam
May 30 - Mark White

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

May 4 - Ron and Sherry Chraston

May 13 - Joe and Jocelyn Rebisz (25 years)
May 23 - Erik and Renee Berggren (43 years)
May 25 - John and Janet Wise (51 years)

May 27 - Bruce and Sandy Partridge (47 years)
May 29 - David and Sonya Catalino (31 years)
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Church Finances
February 2025

"Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will
not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need."

Malachi 3:10

February’s giving was $19,381 for the monthly financial support of the annual budget. Based on the
approved 2025 annual budget of $223,865.00, the monthly support needed for this budget is $18,655.42
per month. Expenses were relatively low as is expected for every February.

$220,000 -
$200,000
$180,000
$160,000
$140,000
$120,000
$100,000
$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$20,000 ez

$0 -
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Month
B Series2 B Series3
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT - FEBRUARY 2025

OPERATING FUND
Income
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Sunday offering: $14,318.00

Net Online Offering: $1,591.37

*note — online offering reflects $40.28 fee taken from gross donations from the vendor before deposit

Amortized one-time gifts: $3,450.00

Total New Receipts $19,359.37

Opening Balance (from previous month) $25.28

Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts) $19,384.65
EXxpenses

Gross Expenditures for the month $19,790.95

Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses

e Drews Mission/Richards Best Youth Support $1,250.00

Net Expenditures for the Month $18,540.95
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures $3,000.00
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF $0.00
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund $450.00
OPERATING FUND BALANCE $393.70
DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month) $11,908.71

New Designated Receipts $254.19

Total Designated Expenditures $982.80
DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE $11,180.10
TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)  $11,573.80

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
e February Deposit
e February Withdraw
Current Balance (2/28/2025)

Drews Mission/Richards-Best Fund
e January withdraw
Current Balance (2/28/2025)

Technology Reserve Fund
e February withdraw — office computer
Current Balance (2/28/2025)

$2,000.00
-$3,000.00
$40,831.66

-$1,250.00
$115,715.30

-$389.00
$3,811.06
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